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Terror resulting from acts of violence has become a prevalent reality in our global village. Terror is typically thought to be persons' felt experience of alarm, horror, or fear resulting from the tyrannical, defiling, abusive, life-threatening or life-taking actions of humans against other humans. Yet, we as humans live in a remarkably interconnected created order which now lies polluted beneath and around its inhabitants. The ecology of which we are part is being increasingly subjected to terrorism at our hands and, in turn, we foment environmental terrorism on ourselves. The destruction of creation is noted through the devastation of forests, the poisoning of water, earth, and air through myriad unsustainable practices including personally chosen habits and the continued growth of toxic technologies. Moreover, special disregard for the poor is demonstrated in the dumping of toxic waste and garbage in close proximity to their living spaces. From this perspective, terror is the experience of our earth home and every living thing within it as the result of environmental terrorism or violence. Terrorism is as subtle as pollution and as horrific as the decimation of the bounties of creation on which the future of our existence as a people and all life depends.

This paper addresses the fervent need for passionate and lasting action to halt environmental terrorism and to bring about the restoration of creation on behalf of a sustainable future. The paper raises and poses answers to the question: With what values and by what means may the need be addressed? The proposal includes three major features.

First, the ethics of choice will be explored. This aspect of the proposal begins with Paul Ricoeur's view (Symbolism of Evil, 1967) of a tragic anthropology and tragic theology to explain the fateful character of human freedom and assertion of dominion over nature which are implicated in the emergence of environmental terrorism. It then moves to meanings of religious environmentalism and the ethical vision of responsible choice that affirms God's desire for the wholeness of all.

Second, my proposal gives attention to meanings of partnership with and stewardship of God's created order. At the center of this attention is what Larry Rasmussen calls an "emotional sense of a comprehensive moral universe" (Earth Community, Earth Ethics, 1996), or what Mary Evelyn Tucker calls "a comprehensive form of environmental ethics" ("Worldly Wonder: Religions Enter Their Ecological Phase," Religion East & West, 2002).

Finally, I build on my own work as part of the environmental justice initiative at Interdenominational Theological Center to present a three-part religious education action plan to reverse environmental terrorism and restore creation by promoting ecological health and well-being. The action plan includes the following: (a) approaches to heightening consciousness of the need to act on behalf of environmental justice and the dismantling of environmental terrorism; (b) key practices which faith communities are called to engage members and community residents as means of preparing and empowering them to confront prevailing environmental terrorism, including educating practices and facilitating practices; and (c) key means of promoting partnership and stewardship, including sustaining and advocacy practices.

