John H. Peatling

In Memoriam

John Peatling died on Tuesday 15th May 2007 at the age of 80 in his home town of Niskayuna, N.Y., in the United States of America. He was one of the original founders of ISREV, and is known and remembered with affection and gratitude. John was born on 15th December 1926 in Kalamazoo, Michigan. He was the son of the late John Howard Peatling Sr. and Esther Rose Peatling.  Active in musical groups through high school and college, he graduated with a bachelor's degree in history from Western Michigan College, now Western Michigan University. He served in the Naval Reserve Officer Training Corps before attending Yale Divinity School, graduating with a Master of Sacred Theology degree in 1952. Ordained first in the Methodist, then the Episcopal ministry, he served congregations in Detroit, Saginaw and Lansing, Michigan; until moving to Connecticut in 1960 to work for the National Episcopal Church developing Christian education materials. He received a PhD in religious education from New York University in 1971. From 1971 to the early 1980s he worked for the Character Research Project in Union College, Schenectady, N.Y., first as Assistant Director, then as Director of Basic Research. He became a long-time participant in the Religious Education Association of the United States and Canada, and the Association of Professors and Researchers in Religious Education. He served St. Stephen's Episcopal Church, Schenectady, as Rector, from 1984 until 1988, and then became Rector Emeritus.
In 1949 he married Jane Cobb Peatling and later, following Jane’s death, married Lucie W. Barber in 1972. He is survived by three daughters, five grandchildren, two great-grandchildren, and five stepchildren.

John was a specialist in empirical psychology and statistics. He was particularly interested in the cognitive development of religious and moral thinking. Some of his publications are listed here, as indications of his academic work:
(With Frank Giusto) Living in the church: materials for Christian education, N.Y.: Seabury, 1964.

The incidence of concrete and abstract religious thinking in the interpretation of three Bible stories by pupils enrolled in grades four through twelve in selected schools in the Episcopal Church in the United States of America, Thesis, New York University, 1973.
Presbyterian National Sample Evaluation, Schenectady, N.Y: Union College, Character Research Project, 1973.
(With David V. Tiedeman)   Career Development: Designing Self, Muncie: Ind, Accelerated Development, 1977.

(With Lucie W. Barber) A manual for the Barber scales of self-regard : preschool form, Schenectady, N.Y. : Character Research Press, 1977.
Research and Religious Education, Schenectady, N.Y.: Character Research Press, 1979.
(With Leslie J. Francis) Annual Review of Research: Religious Education, Schenectady, N.Y.: Character Research Press, 1980.

Religious Education in a Psychological Key, Birmingham, Alabama: Religious Education Press, 1981.

‘To Basically Change Fundamental Theory and Practice’ in Marlene Mayr, Modern Masters of Religious Education, Birmingham, Alabama: Religious Education Press, 1983.

Character Potential, Union College (Schenectady, N.Y.). Character Research Project, 1962.
Obituary continued . . .
John Hull and John Peatling founded the International Standing Seminar on Religious Education and Character Potential, later to become ISREV, in 1977, with the first meeting taking place in Birmingham, England in 1978 and the second in Union College, Schenectady in 1980. Lucie Barber attended the seminars with John until her death in 1991. John continued to attend ISREV sessions and was a member of the committee until 1998, but then retired from public life.

Tributes and memories – If you wish to add yours, please email it to John Hull.

       Photos would also be appreciated; digital, or others that you can scan in.
Karl Ernst Nipkow writes:
With feelings of deep gratitude and fine memories I read your information that John left us and died at the age of 80. He will remain in my mind as the co-founder of ISREV, as a scholar of reputation in the field of empirical research, as inspiring thinker and as a marvellous person. We have lost a grand old man. May he rest in peace! "With you, God, is the fountain of life; 

In your light we see light" Ps 36.9.

Reinhold Mokrosch writes:
Dear John Peatling! I shall never forget the summer of 1988. For the first time, Viola and I visited the ISREV congress in Stony Point, NY. I was a clueless youngster and felt afraid that nobody would be interested in my Collegial Paper ("Secular and religious attitudes of value of young adults in Germany"). But you announced the lecture in such a winning manner that the room was finally filled with 20 interested listeners. We both discussed vehemently on secular and divine justice. Ever since we kept up a vivid exchange on values of justice. You gave to me your interesting survey on the comprehension of justice of young adults and I read it with interest. Also, I shall never forget how much you liked listening to Viola's piano playing on the night of her concert.
Now, in the eternity, may you be surrounded by the justice of the Lord. 
In grateful remembrance.
Eunice Kamaara writes:
Sorry about the passing on of John Peatling. While I did not know him personally, the way you describe him and the fact that he is a founder member of ISREV makes me aware that the ISREV family has lost one of its inspiring members.  We take inspiration in the knowledge that death is the way to eternal life. We join you in praying that God rests his soul in eternal peace.

Nicola Slee writes:
It's the end of an era! It is years since I saw John, but remember well his gentle courtesy, his wide-ranging interests in many aspects of research and religious education, and his lovely American drawl!

Knud Bugge writes:
At the death of John Peatling many and also I have lost a highly esteemed colleague and friend. During the ISREV conferences from 1978 and onwards I enjoyed the privilege of a gradually deepening personal friendship. I appreciated not only his extensive professional knowledge but also his ability of reconciling different viewpoints in a discussion. Over the years I discovered yet another ingredient of his personality: his pleasure at geographical exploration. During his holidays he travelled widely and revealed a genuine interest in understanding cultures and societies other than his own. He will be missed.

Tributes continued . . .

Jack Priestley writes:
Schenectedy was the first ISREV that I attended (home of the American broom industry, I seem to recall) and the first time I had ever crossed the Atlantic. The incredibly laid back, slow and relaxed delivery was actually to become even slower as time went on, up to the point where we sometimes wondered if he'd fallen asleep in mid-pronouncement, but it was a sign of a very relaxed and welcoming man. I had my own personal doubts even then about Goldman's work which he was in the process of replicating, but I guess I was even slower than John in voicing them. One remembers also on later occasions his calm and loving concern for his wife Lucie Barber through her slow dying from cancer.

Jerome Berryman writes:
John's voice and pace of speaking, I suppose, is as characteristic as the smell of his pipe and his tall stooped figure, standing off to the side at international meetings, deeply engaged with one or two friends. I shall miss him.

Grace and peace

John Hull writes:
John came to Birmingham several times in the early and middle 1970's, and he and I developed a friendship which drew upon the differences between British and American Religious Education as much as it did on the differences between our personalities. He invited me to his Schenectady office in 1977 where I gazed dumbfounded at the walls which were covered with statistical charts and diagrams. I visited his home where he introduced me to ‘Gin and Cin’, a deadly combination of neat gin with a couple of teaspoons of Cinzano, and showed me his many psychoanalytic drawings of his childhood. Lucie and John became a very striking presence in the seminar: both tall, exchanging conversation in the slow American drawl which was characteristic of both of them, together with a kind of gentle warmth and humanity that enriched all who knew them.

When John came to Banff in the Canadian Rockies in 1992 he was a different man, broken by the slow death of Lucie from cancer, from which I doubt if he ever recovered. However, he continued to travel, undertaking a trip to the Norwegian fjords and travelling by rail right across the United States to attend the 1996 meeting in Los Angeles.  Following his attendance in Wales in 1998, he seemed to withdraw into himself, and there were several years when he did not respond to letters and messages.

I remember John sitting in a deep armchair, surrounded by clouds of fragrant tobacco smoke. He would draw deeply upon his pipe and exhale slowly, thinking about his reply to your question and finally saying ‘W-e-e-ll . .’ at that point you expected more, but you were wrong. Another deep puff of smoke would follow before at long last the reply, thoughtful and measured, would come out. We had our differences of opinion, and sometimes of policy, but we continued to be companions, taking pleasure together as we watched the little seed grow which had been planted in 1977.

May he rest in peace and may light perpetual shine upon him.

